Message

From: Varilek, Kimberly [Varilek.Kimberly@epa.gov]
Sent: 5/15/2020 3:45:38 PM

To: Robinson, Valois [Robinson.Valois@epa.gov]
Subject: RE: 11-20-19 - Consultation w/ Santee Sioux Tribe

Hi Valois — I'm looking for my notes for that meeting as we speak. They’re not in a regular place so I'm locking for where
I may have placed them.

Thanks! — Kim V.

From: Robinson, Valois <Robinson.Valois@epa.gov>

Sent: Friday, May 15, 2020 9:34 AM

To: Varilek, Kimberly <Varilek.Kimberly@epa.gov>
Subject: RE: 11-20-19 - Consultation w/ Santee Sioux Tribe

Thanks! If you have access to your notes on our September 30 meeting with the Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe, |
think that is the only outstanding item.

Dot

Valois Robinson

EPA Region 8

Underground Injection Control Program
MailCode: BWD-SDU

1595 Wynkoop Street

Denver, CO 802021129

{BOR) 26276
robinson.valos@era.gov

From: Varilek, Kimberly <V¥arilek Kimberly@epa goe>
Sent: Friday, May 15, 2020 9:32 AM

To: Robinson, Valois <Robinson.Valois@epa.gov>
Subject: 11-20-19 - Consultation w/ Santee Sioux Tribe

Valois — here are my notes from our 11-20-19 Meeting. I will look for other notes as well, just so you have
them. These are a rough version. Thanks! — Kim V.

11-20-19 - Consultation w/ Santee Sioux Tribe

Wedneaday, November 20, 2319
(26 P

Meeting w/ Chairman Trudell

® Background re: the permitting, permitting injection wells -
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Looking at specific areas for input:

° Updates on the permit

e Treaty Rights

® EJ Analysis

e NHPA 106 issues (NRC Site-survey)- was this survey extensive enough.

Historic Ties to the Blackhills (for sacred purposes)

® Signatories to the 1868 Treaty
® Ceremonial plants & a number of cultural site (near Bear Butte), sundances up there
o CONCERNS of this site.

Concern with water injection, very concerned about the Oglala aquifer - (effects on concerns of wildlife)

Opposed to the injection of water - opposed to uranium removal in general, due to the destructive nature of the
issues.

Once those things are in the ground, they have the same purpose - those things may not be compatible with
Humans.

Concerned w/ Uranium - do they need to have those resources?

Violation of the treaty rights (mining and removal of substances,) as well as other treaty violations.

NHPA 106 - several burials, potential to lose what was buried with them, disturbing a place (wouldn't goto a
cemetery and start mining) - where prayers were made - that's sacred ground.

2013 - cultural survey - questions:

Valois:
NRC produced a report - opened up the site

Richard Thomas (was able to be on site) - likely not organized in a way

Cultural survey is still an open topic - it's in the NRC process, appeals - Court of Appeals, too early - will likely
be in the Court.

Chairman Trudell:

Oglala, Standing Rock, Cheyenne River & Rosebud - If opposed, would support that opposition.

Strongly opposed - position from the council - (water injection issues) - how can we remove all of these things
w/o falling in - ..

Questions about injection wells, seepage, etc. - Valois -(Class V wells - requiring continuous monitoring,
Discussion about the wells, or the injection -

Question about length of time of other Class V wells - O&G Wells - Class 5 wells have been around for a while
- may not be stringent -
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® If there was a shift in the earth (Valois - mag 4 or higher) - THERE ARE - THIS IS THE POSSIBILITY THAT THIS
COULD LEAK

Same mining technique in WY, TX, etc. -

Some data from the mining field, that these wells do 'work’, and that there are monitoring wells -
Monitor the "deep" wells - (no wells in the aquifer) - No test designed to detect the fluid movement.
ProPublic report - that the integrity of the wells are failing.

Chairman Trudell:
e With age, everything deteriorates - this is a concern for the Tribes.

It's in this place, it's safe -

Darcy:

° We operate under the SDWA - look at the analysis, can the project move forward, and can it be mined in a way
that's safe and protective - what are the safeguards that can be written into the permit to protect the USDWs..

How do we also write in conditions to make sure that the wells or any leaks don't travel far.

EPA - permitting: public opposition is only one element

Technical analysis - that this isn't a 'safe' way to do this -

Current public comment period: 12/9 -
e We have the ability to receive comments at any time.

Question about the landowners - Edgemont citizens are 'for' it - ranchers are concerned b/c of water access -
People from Edgemont (USACE) -

. Always a concern about the development.

Tribal leader opposition b/c this is not a safe process.

Darcy:
Discussion about the permitting process - other demonstrations that the company must make.

Still need to secure a mining permit, theoretical for this to happen.
Even people with a technical background may not support this matter.

Secretary (joined us) -
Dewey Burdock: NE Commission of Indian Affairs (DB & Pipeline issues are primary issues and concerns)

(Discussion of the oil spills) - for the local communities.

® Along w/ concerns about the in situ mining - then there's fracking concerns - pumps the gas/water - {pavillion
concerns) - how will this impact this area (references to seismic) -
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® Companies, claim this is safer, etc. - the disruption of the methane pockets.

Majority of the council - especially in terms of protecting the groudnwater - Water table - getting more and
more shallow, therefore needs additional consideration and protection.

e Impact to ALL the Tribes - for ritual travel, etc. -

Concerns w/ medicinal plants that may be affected (Sage, - NE Audubon society - working w/ the Tribes,
they're interested in helping reintroduce and support growth)

e Sprayed chemicals) - 94-2004 - Pesticides ISSUES..

NRC: Cultural Survey:
(Valois will send the Survey -

THPO guys: Museum curator/Duane T. (?)
Meeting w/ THPO officer -

2015 - Region 7 contest - ED - Aleshia Bartling - (and Ponca) - Brought up some concerns about the Ogallala
aquifer -

PPT - (is Santee Sioux within the Missouri River aquifer) - Oglala aquifer -

(Crow Butte .. NE regulates that area - but SD doesn't .. This is where EPA Permitting comes in.

Discussion about hydrologic connection to the Oglala aquifer (?) - discussion re: aquifer location -

Water Well primary source -

Valois - discussion re: the EJ analysis -

Company should be paying for the cultural survey - and with the Tribe as well.

Companies - working on these issues - HAVE THEY REACHED OUT TO THE TRIBES -

(How truthful would a company be with identifying cultural sites, as well as understanding the treaty rights -
e Economic power of the company v. the Tribe - not an even playing field. (Gold and Timber) -

Resources previously removed from the Black Hills w/o tribal consideration, sharing or consultation.

R7 - no pesticides program: - MOU - State - Feds - Tribe : pesticides issues -
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